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Reciprocal Learning in Teacher Education and

School Education between Canada and China

Skype Meeting Newsletter
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Special education
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On April 9, 2019, 19:00 pm (Chongqing time), and on April 9, 7:00
am (Windsor time), SWU Primary school and West Gate Public school
held a skype meeting. The meeting held an in-depth discussion on the
diagnosis and treatment of special education. Windsor attendees include:
Mrs. Jackie Connelly (Principal), Mr. Neil McAuley (Vice Principal), Mr.
Chris Mills (Principal of Special Education, GECDSB), Mrs. Kim
Tomljenovic and Mrs. Jennifer Pells-Chisholm (primary school teachers)
from West Gate Public School. RA Jiayang Shi, GA Menghan Wu from
University of Windsor; SWU Team include: Dr. Shijing Xu, Director Pan,
Miss Wang, Miss Xu, Miss Li, Miss Cao, Miss Du, etc. Southwest
University Math Education Team, Science Education Team, General

Education Team and Teacher Education Team. UW Cohort students.

SPTFIRTT, BAEFHS R Conne Ly K FIRAH FZ 4 AR H,
XTI 22 N Rl AT R E H .



1.5 o A BN AR oA A2 H
Figure 1. Celebrate birthday for Principal Connelly and Jiayang.

Before the meeting began, we were informed that today is the
birthday of Principal Connelly and RA Jiayang Shi. The participants from

both China and Canada celebrated their birthday together.
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Figure 2. The skype meeting between China and Canada went smoothly
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Dr. Xu advised the graduate students to actively participate in the
skype meeting, from the photo recording to the translation, and also
suggested that graduate students can record some episodes during the

meeting (such as this birthday) by pictures and videos.
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At the beginning of the meeting, The Canadian teachers introduced
to us the Individual Education Plan (IEP), and Modified Individual
Education Plan. The IEP is for the children who have mild condition of
special education, this means that most students are at the similar level.
The child with slight difficulty is given an easier task and more time to
complete it. The modified IEP is for the children who are far below the

level of other students, and the teacher will give an easy task to these



children. Chinese teachers tend to use the first method, extending the time
for special children to complete the task, but also to reduce the difficulty
for individual students.
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In Canadian education system, special children are learning in
normal classes. Teachers will test children's learning ability such as
reading level. According to the reading level and learning situation of

special children, the teacher will provide different learning materials.
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Figure 3. Canadian teachers "tailor-made" reading materials for students
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In Canada, if teachers find that children have special education
needs, they will take a year to carefully observe the students' behaviors
and use comprehensive evaluation and testing methods to diagnose their
learning level to ensure that they will not be “misdiagnosed”. Chinese
teachers think this is an advantage that we should learn. Afterwards,
China and Canada sides had a discussion on the “diagnosis” time of

special students.
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Figure 4. The two sides have had a heated discussion on the "diagnosis" time.
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The Canadian teachers explained that a year is for having more time
to "diagnose" the children who need special education. The pyramidal
steps are used: the first step is to examine all students; the second step is
to inspect 15%-20% of students; the third step is to examine 5% students.
The aim is to avoid "misdiagnosis". At the same time, after their
"diagnosis", students, teachers and parents will hold a meeting together.
At the meeting, the children are divided into groups, each group has a
normal student can help special students. Children are asked to complete
the assigned tasks within the specified time and observe the status of
students to "diagnose".
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In addition, the Canadian teachers said that after diagnose, the
teacher will communicate with the parents in time to determine how these

children are taught. Special children with mild conditions will go to the



"half-day" class and special children with serious conditions, such as
children with autism, they will go to the "full-time" class.
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Principle Connelly gave a detailed introduction of special children
identification. She mentioned that for students with special needs, the
teachers will give students enough time to complete the classroom tasks.
According to different students and different tasks, teachers group
students heterogeneously, so that students can help each other and meet

their own needs.
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Figure 5 Principal Connelly gives a detailed introduction to the identification of special

children.
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A Canadian teacher who teaches the seventh grade mentioned that
there are three students in her class whose reading level is three or four
grades. But their mathematics ability is strong. Therefore, teachers will
use electronic materials to help students improve their reading skills, and
will provide targeted instruction for students' specific deficiencies. Next,
a Chinese teacher also shared a method on how to diagnose whether a
student is a special child, one is diagnosed by a doctor, and the other is
after the students enter the normal class, through the observation of the
teachers of various subjects and the communication with the parents. It
was found that there were indeed students who needed special education,
and then they were asked by a professional doctor for identification and

diagnosis, and they exchanged examples of two special children in the



class they taught.
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How do teachers choose textbooks and extracurricular reading
materials for special students? Canada’s teachers divide the students into
small groups and give more targeted guidance to special children.
Teachers also choose different textbooks every day according to students'
performance. Chinese teachers take a slightly different approach. In
Chinese schools, there are reading rooms and teachers are responsible for
recommending books suitable for special children, but Chinese teachers
prefer to let students finish reading at home and let parents accompany

their children for reading training. Canadian teachers agree. Canadian



schools will also have some books for children to take home to read. Art
books and reading books can help special children more effectively. The
teachers will divide these books into different levels and let the children
read them according to their different levels. If the students have reading
difficulties at the beginning of reading, they can first use IPAD to "listen
to the book", and wait for the students to get familiar with the content of
the book, and then let the students read, and finally there will be
questions about the understanding of the reading content, so as to
improve the reading ability of special children step by step.
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Professor Xu asked the Canadian teachers about how teachers
should cooperate with parents to use smart devices to train the reading
ability of special children. Canadian teachers have regular face-to-face
communication with special children's parents, especially the parents may
have confusion on technical issues, teachers can provide certain technical
guidance to help parents use electronic reading software, convenient to

raise the level of the development of special children.
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At the end of the meeting, a Chinese teacher had exchange a case
with two special children in her class. One of the children was diagnosed
as a special child before entering school, and has been receiving treatment
from the grade 3 to the grade 5. Now the child has changed a lot and is
close to the level of normal children. Another child was identified as a
special child in the grade 4 through observation by the teacher and
communication with the parents. After the diagnosis by the doctor, the
child was identified as a special child. Due to the late discovery of the
child's condition and the missing of the best treatment period, the change
is a litter.
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The Chinese teachers also shared their experience of special
education. Firstly, teachers should pay attention to the emotion of special
children. Teachers should create a relaxed and harmonious class
atmosphere, and do not cause psychological pressure on special children.
Secondly, communicate more with parents to timely understand the
performance of special children in the family ; Finally, professional
institutions should be invited to make evaluations, and teachers make
reasonable guidance plans according to the evaluation results. Canadian
teachers agree with the approaches and hope that Chinese teachers can
share more cases about special education for both sides to learn from.
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At the very end of the meeting, teachers from both sides made
preliminary agreement on the time and theme of the next meeting and

hoped to keep close contact through the Internet.
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Figure 5. Chinese participants
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