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Skype Meeting between West Gate Public School and Experimental Kindergarten of SWU
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The Skype meeting between West Gate Public School (WGPS) and the Experimental



Kindergarten of Southwest University (SWU-K) was held at 6:30pm, on December 6,
2018 (Canada time). The topic is “The Learning Environment as the Third Teacher”.
Windsor attendees included Dr. Shijing Xu, University of Windsor, Principal Jackie
Connelly, Vice Principal Mark Roth, kindergarten teachers Ms. Zoe MacTavish, Ms.
Linda McCandless and ECE Ms., Laura Merlo, RA Simin Ma and Menghan Wu. The
SWU kindergarten team included Mrs.Song Wu (Principal), Ms. Xiaoyue Zhang(Vice
Principal), Ms. Lili Liao (Vice Principal), Ms. Lulin Zhang(kindergarten teacher), Ms.
Ling Yu(kindergarten teacher), Ms. Tao Hung (kindergarten teacher), Ms. Xuerong Wu,
Ms. Qian Deng and Ms. Lusi Chen (teacher from Shanyu City Kindergarten of SWU),

and Yiling Qi, Shijing Guo , and Qiangian Wei (graduate students from SWU).
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First, the two sides thank each other, and then the Chinese teacher desired how the
“learning centers” set up in Canadian kindergarten. The Canadian teachers explained that
kindergarten teachers usually design activities that use recyclable materials. These
activities are mostly open-ended without a fixed theme. Later, the Chinese teacher asked
how to carry out the activities. The Canadian teacher introduced the activities of the
kindergarten, and teacher said that children can learn while playing. Principal Jackie
Connelly introduced that teachers will infiltrate the learning objectives of each subject
into the learning centers, and the children learn pronunciation, mathematics in painting,
writing and communication. The Chinese teacher said that there are many similarities

between Chinese and Canadian kindergartens. During activities, teachers from both sides



focus on the children. The children will find their interests and propose their own ideas.
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Then, Chinese and Canadian teachers exchanged activity plans. The Canadian

teachers said when teachers designed the learning center, such as science, STEM, they

would change the topic according to the children's interests, but the topic would not
deviate from the syllabus. The Chinese teachers are very interested in the Canadian
curriculum, Canadian teachers said that the curriculum syllabus can be downloaded from

the Internet.
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At the end, Dr. Xu proposed paying a return visit to Chinese sister schools next
March break. The next Skype Meeting will be held at 6:30pm, on March 6 (Windsor

time). The meeting will focus on one learning center for in-depth discussion.
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2 75 ZI5HE (Chinese side heated discussion)
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(Chinese and Canadian teachers present children's daily plan)
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