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Teaching “Circles” in Math
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At 6:30 pm on Dec 7, 2018 (Windsor time), a Skype meeting was held between West Gate Public
school and SWU Primary school. The teachers from both schools compared and discussed their ways of
delivering lessons on circles in their respective classrooms.

Windsor attendees included: Mrs. Jackie Connelly (principal), Mr. Kyle Pierce (math consultant), Ms.
Zoe Mactavish (kindergarten teacher) and Ms. Jennifer Pells Chrisholm (primary school teacher) from West
Gate Public School; and Dr. Shijing Xu, Dr. Yishin Khoo, Ms. Simin Ma, and Ms. Jiangyang Shi from the
University of Windsor.

Chongging attendees included: Mr. Pan, Ms. Yang, Mr. Feng, Mr. Du, Mr. Ma and other math teachers
from Southwest University Affiliated Primary School; and Professor Yu Bo and her graduate students from
South West University.
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The Skype meeting started with a round of mutual introduction. Dr. Xu suggested teachers from both
schools form one-on-one partnership in the way Toronto and Shanghai schools did.
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Next, Mr. Pierce, Mrs. Connelly, Ms. Mactavish and Ms. Chrisholm explained how they taught various
properties of circles such as circumference, area, pi and radius in their classroom. They especially
explained the idea of a “three-part lesson” and how they used it to stimulate children’s math thinking,
engage students in inquiries, and consolidate their math understanding.
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The teachers from SWU Affiliated Primary School shared that they also emphasized the importance
of consolidating students’ knowledge. They normally do so through classroom teaching and giving
students take-home assignments.
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Both Canadian and Chinese teachers showed great interest in each other’s way of teaching “circles”.
Reciprocal learning took place as the result of both sides having a better understanding of each other's
teaching methods.
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Dr. Xu proposed a visit to Chinese schools next March break. The next Skype meeting between West
Gate and SWU Affiliated Primary School will take place at 6:30 am, on January 16, 2019. The meeting will

focus on the theme of special education.
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