I * Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en C dl*l
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada ana a

Sister School Newsletter: Ren He Jie (RHJ) delegation at Talbot Trail

R Public School (TTPS)
October 2-5, 2018 ‘vy

Jo ﬂ
Y

}\mqiim\f?ﬂ

Talbot Trail Public School in Windsor Ontario and Ren-He-Jie Primary School in
Chongging China have been sister schools for quite a few years through a Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) of Canada’s Partnership Project,
“Reciprocal Learning in Teacher Education and School Education between Canada and
China” co-directed by Drs. Shijing Xu and Michael Connelly. In 2016, Dr. Shijing Xu at
the University of Windsor, in partnership with Dr. Clara Howitt at the Greater Essex
County District School Board (GECDSB) and Mr. Chris Mills (Supervising principal of
special education at GECDSB, former principal of Talbot Trail Public School), worked
with Dr. Shijian Chen and Dr. Yibing Liu at Southwest University to pair up Talbot Trail
Public School (TTPS) with Ren-He-Jie Primary School (RHJ) as part of the Windsor-
Chongging Sister School network.

To strengthen TTPS-RHJ sister school partnership, Mr. Mills visited RHJ In April 2016 as
part of a delegation led by Dr. Shijing Xu. The same year in October of 2016, four
teachers from RHJ (Ms. Lan Jin, Ms. Li Zhang, Ms. Huarong Wei and Ms. Lucy) visited
TTPS, followed by a returned visit of five TTPS teachers (Ms. Pam Badiuk, Mr. Chris
Hickman, Ms. Liz Tremaine, Ms. Enza Wood and Ms. Hall) to RHJ in March 2017.

Given that the exchanged visits had greatly deepened TTPS and RHJ’s reciprocal
learning partnership, in October 2018 under the invitation of Dr. Shijing Xu and Mr. Mills,
four teachers from RHJ — Ms. Liu (Director of international Communication and
Curriculum), Ms. Panpan Jiao (Math teacher), Ms. You Wu (English teacher) and Ms. Li
Wang (Kindergarten teacher) — made another visit to TTPS. The purpose of their visit
was to enhance sister school ties and strengthen teacher reciprocal learning in the
areas of math, science and kindergarten education.

What follows are highlights of RHJ’s delegation’s visit in Windsor in Oct 2018.
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Day 1, October 2, 2018

The RHJ delegation arrived at Windsor and experienced an authentic Canadian
breakfast under the invitation of Dr. Xu. After breakfast, the delegation explored Windsor
with Mr. Chenkai Chi, Dr. Xu’s Research Assistant, as their tour guide.
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Day 2. October 3. 2018

Before visiting their Talbot Trail Sister School, under the arrangement of Mr. Chris Mills,
the RHJ delegation received an opportunity to visit two other schools in Windsor —
Prince Edward Public School and West Gate Public School — that were also members
of the Chonggqing-Windsor Sister School Network. Thanks to the school tours led by
Principal landolo (in Prince Edward Public School) and Mrs Connelly and Mr Roth (in
West Gate Public School), the RHJ delegation were able to observe how math, science,
language and special education classes were conducted in Canada.
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After the school tours, Dr. Shijing Xu and Ms. Yuhan Deng (Graduate Assistant) brought
the RHJ delegation to the Point Pelee National Park. Ms. Liz Tremaine from Talbot Trail
Public school joined the trip with her son. The delegation took a shuttle bus to the beach
and enjoyed the natural beauty of the park. At the Canadian southern tip, a group was
taken.
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Day 3. October 4. 2018

On the morning of October 4, the RHJ delegation arrived at Talbot Trail Public School
with Dr. Shijing Xu and a few other members from the Partnership project team. Mr.
Mills, Mr. Baker (Principal), Ms. Pottie (VP) and other TTPS teachers and students
welcomed the delegation with open arms. With the translation help of Dr. Xu and Dr.
Yishin Khoo (Dr. Xu’s post-doc fellow), Mr. Mills, Mr. Baker and Ms. Pottie introduced to
RHJ teachers the history and current demographics of TTPS. RHJ teachers also
introduced the basic information of their school.
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After the morning introductory session, Mr. Mills, Mr. Baker and Ms. Pottie showed the
delegation around the school and arranged a variety of classes for the delegation to
observe.The RJH teachers observed Ms. Sheridan’s (Grade 7) STEM activity “Art Bots,”
Mrs. Jackie Lamb’s (Grade 3) math lesson, Mrs. Liz Tremaine’s (Grade 6) art lesson, a
few Kindergarten classes, and Mr. Hickman’s (Grade 6) math lesson. They were most
impressed by TTPS teachers' ability to address students’ special needs and carry out
integrated learner-centered lessons with their students.
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Prior to their visit, the RHJ delegation had discussed with TTPS teachers about the
possibility of co-planning and co-teaching two lessons together. Subsequently on the
afternoon of October 3, Ms. Wang (RHJ’s Kindergarten teacher) and Ms. Pan (RHJ’s
Math teacher) had a planning session with Mrs. Amy Fathers-Yott (TTPS’s Kindergarten
teacher) and Mr. Chris Hickman (TTPS’s Grade 6 teacher) to discuss the lessons they
would like to teach together on the next day. Dr. Yishin Khoo and Mr. Chenkai Chi
provided translation assistance to the teachers to help them communicate and
collaborate in their own language. After some careful planning, Ms. Wang decided to co-
teach a lesson with Mrs. Amy Fathers-Yott that involves the use of pipe cleaners (Niu

Niu stick #t##%) to strengthen Mrs. Fathers-Yott's kindergarten students’ skills and
knowledge in language arts and science. Ms. Pan and Mr. Hickman agreed to co-teach
a Grade 6 lesson that invites students to design 3D containers used for storing crayon
bundles.
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After a day of hard work, a dinner was held at a local Chinese restaurant, Dr. Xu hosted
the dinner to thank everyone for making the RHJ’s visit a great success.
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In the evening, the RHJ delegation, alongside Dr. Xu and Mr. Chenkai had an
opportunity to watch an ice-hockey game under the invitation of TTPS teachers — Ms.
Sheridan, Mr. Mills, Ms. Pottie, Mrs. Fathers-Yott and Ms. Dearing. Bonds between the
RHJ and TTPS teachers tightened as they cheered loudly for the same hockey team!
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Day 4. October 5. 2018

On the morning of October 5, two joint lessons were carried out by TTPS and RHJ
teachers as planned. In Mrs. Fathers-Yott’s kindergarten classroom, Ms. Wang greeted
each student and introduced her pipe-cleaner lesson with the translation help of Dr.
Yishin Khoo. Together with Mrs. Fathers-Yott, Ms. Wang divided the students into
groups of four and asked each group to put together a thematic picture using pipe
cleaners of different shapes and colours. While students were doing their group work,
Mrs. Fathers-Yott and Ms. Wang walked around the classroom to provide guidance to
individual students. The joint lesson ended with Ms. Wang giving each student a panda
sticker brought from China.
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After Mrs. Fathers-Yott and Ms. Wang’s lesson, it was Ms. Pan and Mr. Hickman’s turn
to co-teach their math lesson. Ms. Pan first introduced herself and the math problem
that she and Mr Hickman wanted the students to solve with the translation help of Mr.
Chenkai Chi. Then, Mr. Hickman and Ms. Pan distributed lesson materials to the
students and observed how they solved a math problem which required them to make a
3D net for a bundle of crayons. When the students were ready, Mr. Hickman invited Ms.
Pan to pick a few students to share their math strategies with everyone else in the
class. Together, Ms. Pan and Mr. Hickman commented on the students’ strategies in
order to help them improve their solution and thinking.
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The morning co-teaching sessions were followed by a de-briefing session in the
afternoon. At the de-briefing meeting, RHJ and TTPS teachers were able to further
discuss what they had learned from each other through their co-planning and co-
teaching experiences. Mrs. Fathers-Yott commented on how her students really enjoyed
Ms. Wang’s pipe-cleaner lesson and how the lesson had helped her learn more about
her students' group work ability. Ms. Wang, on the other hand, expressed her desire to
learn more from Mrs. Fathers-Yott’s approach to communicating and working with
students. For both Ms. Pan and Mr. Hickman, their co-planning and co-teaching
experience had provided them with a greater understanding of how math curriculum
was organized differently in Ontario and Chongqing. Ms. Pan appreciated the
experience of teaching an integrated math lesson with Mr Hickman in his classroom.

HERNRG, Mr. Mills 64, Mr. Baker 584, Ms. Pottie &2+ FJLAIHEIZIRHEINS K RE#H

TTREDZ,

In the afternoon, thanks to the coordination of Mr. Mills, the RHJ delegation paid a visit
to the Greater Essex County District School Board. Mr. Mills ordered lunch at the School
Board office and invited the delegation to attend a math workshop about challenges and
current research on math teaching and learning across the School Board. At the
workshop, the RHJ delegation shared their math teaching strategies with the math
coaches who delivered the math workshop. Director Liu and Ms. Pan commented on
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how such cross-cultural communications had generated new ways of thinking about
math teaching for them.
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The official visit ended with Dr. Xu inviting the RHJ delegation to visit the University of
Windsor and the Reciprocal Leaning Project office located in the University. The RHJ
teachers expressed that their visit had been productive and inspiring. They thanked
Principal Mills, Principal Baker, VP Pottie, Principal landolo, Principal Connelly, VP.
Roth, the Greater Essex County District School Board, and all teachers for hosting their
visit. They also conveyed their gratitude to Dr. Xu and her research team.

Overall, the visit had improved friendship and reciprocal learning collaboration between
TTPS and RHJ’s principals and teachers. Both Canadian and Chinese sister school
principals and teachers look forward to their next meeting and following collaboration.
They agreed to engage in deeper exchanges in the areas of math, science and early
child education.
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