Fifth Annual International Conference on Reciprocal Learning
between Eastern and Western Education
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May 20, 2018 Research Conference Continued
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On the third day of the conference (May 20), attendees had an opportunity to deepen their understanding
of West-East/Canada-China reciprocal learning through listening to speeches and presentations made by
scholars, researchers, and members affiliated with the Canada-China Reciprocal Learning Partnership
Project. The morning plenary session featured guest speakers from Canada, Singapore and the United
States. A total of six presentations were made. Each presentation helped further attendees’ understanding
and practice of West-East/Canada-China reciprocal learning from different standpoints and perspectives.
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In her presentation, Professor Ruth Hayhoe pointed out that 1- f
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munities established by Chinese monks. Shuyuan spirit had f

also influenced many progressive Chinese scholars who - n and Western Educa
shaped China’s early modern universities. Contemporary P P2 vesearch Under the
teachers could learn much from the spirit of shuyuan, which ' ;
includes a genuine care for human moral and spiritual well-
being, close relations between teachers and students, a
commitment to human flourishing for all, harmony within
diversity, and “normal school” as the model for society.
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Professor Cheryl Craig highlighted the potential of
Canada-China reciprocal learning partnerships in pro-

viding opportunities for teachers to cultivate and teach
their best loved-selves.
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Professor Ian Westbury presented findings from survey- [FeEs
cation
ing Canadian and Chinese teachers’ perspective of poli-
cy change in their respective country. He pointed out
that compared to Canadian teachers, Chinese teachers
were more supportive of policy change in their country.
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Professor Gerry Connelly introduced Canadian ap-
proaches to addressing educational needs of young
people in the globalized 21st century. She pointed out
the importance for teachers to listen to and learn from

young people.
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Professor Zongyi Deng contended that international
comparative studies of student achievement such as
PISA do not necessary encourage reciprocal learning.
Reciprocal learning involves: knowing that and know-
ing how; knowing cultures, traditions and historical cul-
tural narratives; and knowing institutional policies,

rules and arrangements.
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Professor John Chi-Kin Lee discussed the key dimen-

sions of 21st-century learning as well as teacher quali-
ties for 21st-century learning. He pointed out that one

of the major characteristics of a 21st-century teacher is
technology integration.
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Professor Jian Wang said that in his comparative study,
he found that math teachers in both United States and

China still faced many challenges and barriers when
implementing curriculum reforms in their respective

calion

contexts.

After listening to all the plenary speeches, audience participated actively in the Question and Answer session

chaired by Professor Ye Lan and Professor Lynn Paine. X4 K& ARG EIWKE, HikmxE 524 N R#T
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Reciprocal Learning Partnership Project Special Session A E =% B A T IF R R

In the afternoon, six research teams from the Canada-China Reciprocal Learning Partnership Project presented
their reciprocal learning accomplishments and findings as the result of conducting research within the Partner-
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Language Education and
Culture Research Team
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Math Education Team
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Teacher Education Team
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General Education and Culture Team E@8# & 531t 4A

Roundtable Paper Session [E 1Y

After listening to the presentations delivered by the Partnership project research teams, conference atten-
dees were invited to participate in roundtable paper sessions. Eight roundtable paper sessions were held
this year on the topics of: 1) teacher education in the age of globalization, 2) research on core competen-
cies, 3) research on deep learning, 4) experiences and reflections on reciprocal learning, 5) research on the
teaching and model of primary and secondary schools, 6) curriculum research, 7) student learning in mul-
ticultural context, 8) school improvement in the pursuit of excellence.
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Finally, at this year’s conference, professors from the International Advisory Council of the Canada-China
Reciprocal Learning Partnership project were appointed as honorary professors by Northeast Normal

University. The appointment showed the strength and fruits of the Canada-China Partnership project. fx
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