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The 5th International Conference on Reciprocal Learning between Eastern and Western Education &
Conference on Deep Learning and Classroom Research was successfully held at Changchun Northeast
Normal University (NENU) from May 18 - 20 2018. Organized by the Canadian government-funded
Partnership Grant project entitled “Reciprocal Learning in Teacher Education and School Education
between Canada and China,” the conference was attended by more than 270 attendees representing 39
universities and 11 secondary and primary schools in Canada, Singapore, the United States, Mainland
China and Hong Kong. Different from previous years, this year’s conference began with a series of pre-
conference activities hosted by three local schools in Changchun — the Primary School Attached to
Northeast Normal University, Jiefang Road Primary School and the High School Attached to Northeast
Normal University. These pre-conference activities featured a series of presentations and lessons
delivered by Canadian and Chinese school educators who were participating in the Reciprocal Learning
Partnership Grant project. They provided a chance for conference attendees to understand Chinese

schools and classes, and experience how Canada-China reciprocal learning in teacher education and
school education actually felt like in concrete school settings. fEHEBEAT A, EHBERUTHT
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Activities at the Primary School Attached to Northeast Normal University
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At the Primary School Attached to Northeast Normal University (NENU), a morning opening ceremony
kick started a series of English lesson demonstrations given by Mr. Mintao Tian (Primary School

Attached to China Agricultural University), Ms. Zhang Dandan (Primary School Attached to North East
Normal University) and Ms. Yang Yiran (Primary School Attached to China Agricultural University). 7E
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Mr. Tian taught a Grade 2
English lesson “Hey Presto!” to
a group of students from the
Primary School Attached to
NENU. He only met his students
one day before his lesson
demonstration.

Ms. Zhang taught a
Grade 2 English
entitled “I have a
Sweater.”

Ms. Yang
demonstrated a Grade
3 English lesson
entitled “Fun time.” A
group of students from
the Primary School
attached to NENU
participated actively in
her lesson.
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After demonstrating
their lessons, each
teacher was given a
chance to reflect upon
his/her lesson.
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The teacher reflection
was followed by
commentaries from Dr.
Luxin Yang (Beijing
Foreign Studies
University) and Dr.
Weihua Sun (Primary
School Attached to
NENU).

In the afternoon, Shanghai Huaping Primary School’s principal, Ms. Yeting Wang, presented her school’s
experience of building Sister School partnership with Ryerson Community School in Canada. She invited
Mr. Yimin Shao from Huaping, and Ms. Adrienne Rigler from Ryerson, to talk about their stories of

reciprocal learning in the areas of water science and STEM. She further invited Ms. Ding Ding (Huaping)
and Ms. Helen Fenton (Ryerson) to explain how they had been able to learn reciprocally from each other
through co-teaching lessons and guiding their students to work on shared literacy activities such as pen

pal projects and making joint alphabet books. 4, 3K B F#AEEE/INS 00 T 1845 1 1 1 325 AR )
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In addition, Principal Yanling Wang, Mr. Gao Junsheng, and Ms. Sun Yanjun from the Primary School
Attached to NENU also shared their experiences of learning reciprocally with Toronto-based teachers in

the area of math. ttAh, Sk AARILIBARZEMENFER N EHREIRK . WRE. IMER B —E
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Activities at Jiefang Road Primary School
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While different activities were taking place at the Primary School Attached to the Northeast Normal
University, at Jiefang Road Primary School, conference attendees also participated in a rich array of
events that showcased the hospitality, philosophy and culture of Jiefang Roald School, as well as the
reciprocal learning experiences of Canadian and Chinese principals and teachers. 7E 45 LTy K24 /B
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After the morning opening remarks delivered by Director Zhigang Wu (Changchun, Chaoyang District
School Board ) and Principal Xiaojie Gao (Jie Fang Road Primary School), students and teachers from
Jiefang Road School presented gifts made by themselves to the Canadian guests. B4%, HK&HEHHIH
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Next, Ms. Yanmei Wang from Changchun Jiefang Road Primary School and Ms. Lisa Spencer Burgess
from Toronto Brookview Middle School co-taught a Grade 5 lesson on “Fraction.” Both teachers were
participants of the Canada-China Reciprocal Learning Partnership project. They had been engaging in

math exchanges under the support of the Partnership project since Fall 2015 . 2%, FIafEIN (K&
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After the co-taught lesson, Ms. Xiaomei Tang from Jiefang Road Primary School delivered a lesson
entitled “The Concept of Time during the Olympic Opening Ceremony”. t& M f# UK & /N F 1Y B R 5
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Conference attendees were given a set of lesson plans to guide their observation of teaching and learning
activities happening in the demonstration classroom. BR[E], 2> {140 H Pe 320 2R DL SR R4 LAY 2L

Professor Doug McDougall and Professor Ma Yunpeng spoke highly of the teachers’ lessons and provided

a few suggestions on how they could improve their lessons. #f£ /5, Douglas McDougallZ5#% 11 5 = %k
TN =L ERERL T 7 /8 BETROY . FFEH R TR B 07 SR 25 T 5 B[R] I, $2 1 T oM 3R
W LIS 2%



t %/ iR/t

During lunch break, conference attendees had an opportunity to tour around Jiefang Road’s school
campus and experienced different student activities taking place in the school. ZF-{kif 4y, ZSEZMT
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The school building was beautifully decorated with Canadian and Chinese flags. JjJI & X0 5 [F E FEE R
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Students and teachers from Jiefang Road School welcomed everyone with Chinese classical music and

songs. A /N A T P 4864 R 378 RN SR R R B Bk

[ o @ = ®

ﬁ WO MANINAGLRY M2 R

h INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RECIPROCAL LEARNING

H’(‘L‘ # 7 1 s bPAN LR
“'f ¢ 21-iR "‘HI"‘ﬁlll!,.

tween Eastern and W estern Education
i Reses nl Undenthe




In the afternoon, a series of presentations were given by school educators from both China and Canada.
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Jiefang Road School principal, Ms.

ISTHFHESECTEE ISk SchEl RS A S S Xiaojie Gao, introduced the idea of
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about his school board’s
experience of promoting subject-
based life education in the local
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Clara Howitt, the Superintendent
of Education from Canada’s
Greater Essex County District
School Board, and three other
principals from the School Board
— Teresa Iandolo (Prince Edwards
Public School), Chris Mills (Talbot
Trail Public School), and James
Cowper (Kingsville Public School)
— discussed the implications of
reciprocal learning between
Canadian and Chinese schools on
the development of students’
global competencies and

citizenship. fii & KRV HE DAL
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Last but not least Principal Teresa
Tandolo (Prince Edwards Public
School) and Ms. Zhaorong Yu (Zeng
Jiayan Primary School, Chongqing)
introduced how their schools
participated in Canada-China
reciprocal learning through building
f Sister S~hool Network devel y Dr. Shijing X Sister School partnerships, carrying
. out Skype video conference
meetings, conducting school visits,
co-creating cross-cultural reading
materials, and receiving student
teachers from each other’s countries.
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Activities at the High School Attached to Northeast Normal University
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At the High School Attached to Northeast Normal University, a series of lesson demonstrations and
discussion, as well as presentations also took place. The day started with Ms. Chunmei Zheng (Chengdu
Taiping Middle School) and Ms. Angel Chor (Toronto George Harvey Collegiate Institute) co-teaching a
Grade 8 math lesson on the use of linear functions in everyday life. The two teachers were participants of
the Canada-China Reciprocal Learning Project. Prior to their co-taught lesson, that they had been

communicating regularly on Wechat on matters related to math teaching. ¥E485 =A< B A& LR TG R
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In addition, Ms. Wang Li from the High School Attached to Northeast Normal University also

demonstrated a Grade 8 math lesson on radicals and their properties. 58 540 2# 1R “B 57 H &Rt
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After demonstrating their lessons, all three teachers were invited to share their thoughts and reflections
about their lessons. Professor Anthony N.Ezeife (Windsor University) and Professor Anling Cui (Jilin
Provincial Institute of Education) commended the teachers for their attempt on making math teaching
interactive and relevant to students’ life. They also pointed out the spirit of reciprocity that underlies each
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During lunch break, conference attendees had an opportunity to experience the vibrant school life and

various school-based curricula of the High School Attached to Northeast Normal University. Zf-[E]{K B}
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In the afternoon, three reports were delivered by principals from China. N4, HERKATE T £ 8Hk%
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Report (1) Experience is Wealth — Improving Principal Beliefs through the Use of Narrative
Inquiry
LR—: M — — AR IR AR TR R I 22 B

Principal Zuo Ya (Chongqing Liangtingzi Primary School)
gave an account of the use of narrative inquiry and analysis
in improving principal beliefs and professional growth 721l
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Report (2) Career Sharing —
Building our Narratives, Meaning
and Futures Together
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Principal Quanmin Ren, Principal
Shixiong Yang, and Principal Huideng
Pan highlighted five processes
involved in their shared narrative
inquiries and learning The fives

processes are: 1) sketching out a career-
path system, 2) identifying key life
events, 3) sharing key events with each other, 4) conducting in-depth interview with each others, 5)
sharing results with a wider audience. The three principals pointed out the potential of narrative inquiry in
promoting individual and collective teacher development.
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Report (3) Theory and practice of the
training mode of academic teachers
based on educationalist
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Principal Jiang Li (High School Attached
to Northeast Normal University) shared
about her school’s model of cultivating
teachers as scholars and educationalists.




